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Abstract. The article examines the functional role of the animal world in the poetics of the historical and 

heroic epic. The symbolism of animal images in the epic makes it possible to reconstruct ancient ideas and 

ethical and aesthetic preferences of the bearers of folklore consciousness. This is the relevance of the chosen 

topic. 

The most common animal symbols involved in the differentiation of epic images are considered. Its 

connection with color designations is noted. The study is carried out in connection with its belonging to 

one of the worlds, upper or lower. Determination of these positions and the form of its artistic reflection is 

the task of our research. 

For the analysis, the texts of archaic Nart legends and the historical and heroic epic that followed it in 

stages were involved. The work is carried out using the structural-comparative method. 

As a result of the undertaken research, it was revealed that the symbols of the animal world objectify 

the worldview inherent in the Adyghe ethnic tradition. In the epic they are understood as means of artistic 

expression. 
 

Keywords: historical and heroic epic, artistic means, symbols, animal world, color designations 

 

REFERENCES 

 

1. Kardangushev Z.P. Adygskij fol'klor [Adyg folklore]. In 2 volumes. Vol. 2. Nal'chik: El'brus, 
1969. 412 p. (in Kabardin) 

2. Narty. Adygskij epos. Badinoko. Shauej [Narts. Adyghe epic. Badinooko. Shauey]. Vol. 3. 
Comp., transl., comment. M.F. Bukhurov, A.M. Gutov and others. Nal'chik: Redakcionno-
izdatel'skij otdel  IGI KBNC RAN / Editorial-publishing Department of IHR KBSC RAS/, 2020. 
582 p. (In Russian) 

3. Narodnye pesni i instrumental'nye naigryshi adygov [Folk songs and instrumental tunes of the 
Circassians]. In 4 volumes. Comp. V.Kh. Baragunov, Z.P. Kardangushev; ed. E.V. Gippius. Moscow: 
Sovetskij kompozitor. Vol. 3. Ch. 1. 1986. 264 p; Vol. 3. Ch. 2. 1990. 485 p. (In Russian) 

4. Adygskie pesni vremen kavkazskoj vojny [Adyghe songs of the times of the Caucasian war]. 
Ed. V.Kh. Kazharov. Nal'chik: Pechatnyy dvor, 2014. 656 p. (In Russian) 

5. Propp V.Ya. Istoricheskie korni volshebnoj skazki [The historical roots of the fairy tale]. L.: 
Leningrad State University, 1986. 365 p. (In Russian) 

6. Narty. Adygskij epos. Rannie cikly eposa. Sosruko [Narts. Adyghe epic. Early cycles of the 
epic. Sosruko]. Vol. 1.  Ed. A.M. Gutov. Nal'chik: Telegraph, 2012. 423 p. (In Russian) 

7. Khagozheeva L.S. Ethical imperatives in the Adyghe traditional culture. Izvestiya 
Kabardino-Balkarskogo nauchnogo centra RAN [News of the Kabardino-Balkarian Scientific 
Center of RAS]. 2013. No. 3 (53). Рp. 166–171. (In Russian)  

8. Ulakov M.Z., Makhieva L.Kh. Gender vocabulary of the Karachay-Balkarian language. 
Izvestiya Kabardino-Balkarskogo nauchnogo centra RAN [News of the Kabardino-Balkarian 
Scientific Center of RAS]. 2020. No. 2 (94). Рp. 111–117. DOI: 10.35330 / 1991-6639-2020-2-
94-111-117. (In Russian) 

9. Narty. Adygskij geroicheskij epos [Narts. Adyghe heroic epic]. Comp. A.I. Aliev, A.M. 
Gadagatl, Z.P. Kardangushev. Moscow: Nauka, 1974. 415 p. (In Russian) 

10. Adygskie istoriko-geroicheskie pesni i predaniya. Tom pervyj. Andemirkan [Adyghe 
historical and heroic songs and legends. Volume one. Andemirkan] / Comp., transl., comment. 



Bukhurov M.F., Gutov A.M., Khagozheyev L.S. Nal'chik: Redaktsionno-izdatel'skiy otdel IGI 
KBNTS RAN// Editorial-publishing Department of IHR KBSC RAS, 2019. 430 p. (In Russian) 

11. Mify narodov mira. Enciklopediya [Myths of the peoples of the world. Encyclopedia]. 
Ed. S.A. Tokarev.  Moscow:  Sovetskaya  encyclopedia.  Vol. 1. 1980.  671 p.;  Vol. 2. 1982. 
719 p. (In Russian) 

12. Gutov A.M. Hudozhestvenno-stilevye tradicii adygskogo eposa [Artistic and stylistic 
traditions of the Adyghe epic]. Nal'chik: El-Fa, 2000. 218 p. (In Russian) 

13. Gergokova L.S. Karachay-Balkarian fairy tales about animals. Collection, publication, 
study. Izvestiya Kabardino-Balkarskogo nauchnogo centra RAN [News of the Kabardino-
Balkarian Scientific Center of RAS].  2020. No. 6 (98). Рp. 282–288. DOI: 10.35330/1991-6639-
2020-6-98-282-288. (In Russian) 

14. Kudaeva Z.Zh. Paremiologicheskie zhanry adygskogo fol'klora: аvtoref. diss. … kand. 
filol. nauk [Paremiological genres of the Adyghe folklore. Abstract of the dissertation for the 
degree of the Candidate of Philological Sciences]. Institute of World Literature named after A.M. 
Gorky of RAS. Moscow, 1986. 21 p. (In Russian) 

15. Gutov A.M. Slovo i kul'tura [Word and culture]. Nal'chik: El'brus, 2003. 160 p. 
16. Kardangushev Z.P. Izbrannye trudy [Kardangushev Z.P. Selected Works]. Comp. M.F. 

Bukhurov, M.A. Timizhev, A.A. Tsipinov. Nal'chik: Izdatel'stvo M. i V. Kotlyarovykh, 2009. 756 
p. (In Russian) 

17. Bukhurov M.F. Russian-Adyghe parallels in folklore formulas of female beauty. Vestnik 
KBIGI [Bulletin of KBIHR]. 2017. No. 3 (34). Рp. 115–123. (In Russian) 

18. Kudaeva Z.Zh. K simvolike «verkha» v adygskoy mifo-epicheskoy traditsii [On the 
symbolism of the "top" in the Adyghe mythical-epic tradition] Epic text: problems and 
perspectives of study. Materials of the International Scientific Conference. Part 1. Pyatigorsk, 
2006. Рp. 222–230. (In Russian) 

19. Adygskie skazki [Adyghe fairy tales]. Сomp., commentary, indication of plots by J.G. 
Tkhamokova, ed. Z.M. Naloev. Nal'chik: El-Fa, 2005. 883 p. (In Kabardin) 

20. Gutov A.M. Poetika i stil' istoriko-geroicheskogo eposa adygov [Poetics and style of the 
historical and heroic epic of the Circassians]. Nal'chik: Print Tsentr, 2021. 232 p. 

21. Andemirkan. Adygskij geroicheskij epos [Andemirkan. Adyghe heroic epic]. Сomp. Z.P. 
Kardangushev. Nal'chik: El'brus, 2002. 369 p. (In Kabardin) 
 

Information about the author 
 

Khagozheeva Liana Slavovna, Candidate of Philological Sciences, Junior Researcher of the sector 

of Adyghe folklore, Institute of Humanitarian Researches – branch of Kabardino-Balkarian Scientific 

Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences; 

360000, Russia, Nalchik, 18 Pushkin street;  

liana1771@mail.ru, ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1811-5183 

 

mailto:liana1771@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1811-5183

