
Original article 
 

CYCLE ABOUT THE BATTLE OF KURKUZHIN  

IN HISTORICAL AND COMPARATIVE COVERAGE 
 

A.M. GUTOV, L.A. GUTOVA 
 

Institute of Humanitarian Researches – 

 branch of Kabardino-Balkarian Scientific Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences 

360000, Russia, Nalchik, 18 Pushkin street  
 

Abstract. The article is devoted to the historical and comparative study of different-time recordings of 

a song from the epic cycle about the Battle of Kurkuzhin. Authentic texts recorded by various researchers 

during the XIX-XX centuries and published in scientific publications are considered. It is established that 

the vector of variability of the folklore text is due to both the time of recording and historical circumstances. 

In addition, if during the period of the song's origin its main practical function was memorial (the main goal 

was to capture an important phenomenon) and the installation of the songmaker was to reliably display 

phenomena, then as the distance in time increases, the aesthetic function begins to play an increasingly 

important role. Accordingly, the informative and cognitive role of the act of performance decreases, at the 

same time the artistic and entertainment function increases. If earlier the performance of the song was 

perceived as a sacred act at solemn gatherings, later it moved to a feast, where the original functions 

significantly give way to aesthetic ones. This leads to a complication of the musical texture and the 

evolution of poetic language. This process is accompanied by some deviations from the historical 

authenticity of the phenomena mentioned in the song and the subordination of the event series to the 

established standards of folklore perception. This process contributes to the evolution of the poetic style, 

which significantly complicates the task of translating the text into other languages. 
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