Original article

CULT OF LABOR IN KARACHAY-BALKARIAN
PROVERBS AND SAYINGS

F.Kh. GULIEVA (ZANUKOEVA)

Institute of Humanitarian Researches —
branch of Kabardino-Balkarian Scientific Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences
360000, Russia, Nalchik, 18 Pushkin street

Abstract. The article is devoted to the study of the specifics of reflection of the cult of labor in Karachay-
Balkarian proverbial picture of the world. Unlike linguistic studies of this concept, here the main attention
is paid to identifying the place and role of this concept in the life of this ethnic group, its evaluative
characteristics, and ways of transmission. It is noted, that Karachays and Balkarians treated work with great
reverence and respect as a source of life, highly appreciated diligence, professionalism and its highest level
— mastery. At the same time, there is a tendency of the ethnic group towards a reasonable, rational attitude
to this process, an understanding of the importance of transferring the accumulated work experience to the
younger generations from a very early age. Quite often, paremiological statements about work are based on
the principle of opposing such categories, as laziness, irresponsibility, etc. In addition, they can be
transmitted in allegorical, metaphorical form. The analysis of the fund of Karachay-Balkarian proverbs and
sayings confirms the cult nature of the attitude to work in the mentality of the designated ethnos.
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