
УДК  811.512.142 + 398.61  
DOI: 10.35330/1991-6639-2021-3-101-133-139 
 

RIDDLE AS ONE OF THE SMALL GENRES  

OF KARACHAY-BALKARIAN FOLKLORE 
 

Zh.M. LOKYAEVA 
 

Institute for the Humanitarian Research –  

branch of the FSBSE «Federal Scientific Center  

«Kabardino-Balkarian Scientific Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences» 

 360000, KBR, Nalchik, 18 Pushkin street  

E-mail: kbigi@mail.ru 
 

The article is devoted to the study of one of the underdeveloped small genres of Karachay-Balkarian 
folklore – a riddle, which has an important cognitive and educational value in folk pedagogy and 
contributes to the development of imaginative thinking, broadening the horizons of the younger 
generations. Special attention is paid to the study of the genre nature and peculiarities of the functioning 
of riddles among the Karachays and Balkars, identifying their specific features and genre-forming 
characteristics, determining their place and role in the system of national folklore. The conducted analysis 
allows us to assert, that the content of riddles is closely related to everyday life of the creator people, its 
history, spiritual and material culture. 
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