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The work is devoted to the study of Karachay-Balkar fairy tales about animals, which occupy a special 

place in the fairy-tale folklore of this genre of oral literature. A brief overview of the early stages of the 

study of the issue, which is attributed to the xix century, is given. The degree of study is highlighted: the 

history of fixation, popularization and study of this genre of animal tales in Karachay-Balkar folklore is 

traced. The article indicates that the main role was played by representatives of the advanced Russian and 

Karachay-Balkar intelligentsia. It is noted that one of the first published fairy tales about animals is a fairy 

tale from the collection of V. Prele "burche blah bit" – "flea and louse". It is indicated, that publications of 

preserved ancient written monuments, as well as collections of fairy tales by various compilers, are of great 

interest in studying the issue. Although there are works dealing with this area of oral folk art, this genre of 

oral literature in the Karachay-Balkar folklore is still not fully studied. 

 

Keywords: Karachay-Balkar folklore, fairy tale, animal tales, folk art, ancient writings. 

 

REFERENCES 
 

1. Karachaevo-balkarskij fol'klor v dorevolyucionnyh zapisyah i publikaciyah [Karachay-
Balkar folklore in pre-revolutionary records and publications.] the article and comments by A.I. 
Aliyeva; resp. editorship by T. M. Hadjiev. Nalchik: Elbrus, 1983. 432 p. 

2. Ahmatova M.A., Ketenchiev M.B. Funkcional'no-semanticheskij potencial zooleksemy 
"kon'" v karachaevo-balkarskom nartskom epose [Funkcional'no-semanticheskij potencial 
zooleksemy "kon'" v karachaevo-balkarskom nartskom epose]. In Vestnik Akademii nauk 
chenskoj Respubliki./Chechen Republic Academy of Science Herald. 2017. № 3 (36). Pp. 86-91. 

3. Berberov B.A. Kul't razuma v karachaevo-balkarskoj bytovoj skazke [The cult of reason in 
the Karachay-Balkar household fairy tale]. In Bulletin of the Kalmyk Institute for Humanitarian 
Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 2016. No. 1 (23). Pp. 250-256. 

4. Gergokova L.S. Karachaevo-balkarskaya skazka: vnutrizhanrovye osobennosti skazok o 
zhivotnyh [Karachay-Balkar fairy tale: intra-genre features of animal tales]. In the News of KBSC 
of RAS. 2015. No. 1. Pp. 252-257. 

5. Gergokova L.S. Osobennosti funkcionirovaniya epitetov v karachaevo-balkarskih skazkah 
o zyvotnyh [Features of functioning of epithets in Karachay-Balkar tales about the animals] In 
Philologicheskie nauki. Questions of theory and practice. 2016. No. 7-2 (61). Pp. 16-18. 

6. Gulieva (Zanukoeva) F.H. Karachaevo-balkarskaya neskazochnaya proza i ee tradicii v 
balkarskoj literature [Karachay-Balkar non-fairy-tale prose and its traditions in Balkar literature]. 
Nalchik: Publishing Department of KBIGI/Kabardino-Balkarian Institute of Humanitarian 
Researches/, 2015. 152 p. 

7. Gulieva (Zanukoeva) F.H. Karachaevo-balkarskaya volshebnaya skazka [Karachay-Balkar 
fairy tale.]. Nalchik: Kabardino-Balkarian Institute of Humanitarian Researches of KBSC of 
Russian Academy of Sciences, 2019. 108 p. 

8. Zhekeeva E.Z., Gabunia Z.M., Ulakov M.Z. K probleme ocenochnogo haraktera 
poslovichnoj kartiny mira [To a problem of evaluative character of proverbial picture of the world]. 
In News of KBSC RAS. 2011. № 2 (40). Pp. 140-147. 

9. Karaeva A.I. Ocherk istorii karachaevskoj literatury [Essay on the history of Karachay 
literature]. Moscow: Nauka.  main editorial office of Eastern literature, 1966. 320 p. 

mailto:kbigi@mail.ru


10. Ketenchiev M.B., Dodueva A.T., Deveeva A.A. Verbalizaciya sem'i v karachaevo-
balkarskom fol'klore [Verbalization of the family in Karachay-Balkar folklore] In Baltic 
Humanitarian Journal. 2018. Vol. 7. No. 1 (22). Pp. 81-84. 

11. K"arachaj fol'klor [Karachay folklore] comp. Kh. O. Laipanov, M.A. Dudov. Mikoyan-
Shahar, 1940. 240 p. 

12. K"arachaj halk" taўruhla [Karachay-Balkar legends] / comp. by S.A. Gochiyaeva, R.A.-
K. Ordabaeva, H.I. Suncev. Cherkessk: Karachay - Circassian Publishing House, 1963. 236 p. 

13. K"arachaj-malk"ar zhomak"la, tauruhla, ajtyula. Ekitomluk" [Karachay-Balkar fairy tales, 
legends, old stories.]. T. 1 comp., foreword by T. M. Hadzhieva. Nalchik: El-Fa, 2003. 472 p. 

14. K"arachaj-malk"ar zhomak"la, tauruhla, ajtyula Ekitomluk" [Karachay-Balkar fairy tales, 
legends, old stories.]. T. 2 comp., foreword by T. M. Hadzhieva. Nalchik: El-Fa, 2003. 472 p. 

15. K"arachaj-malk"ar fol'klor: Hrestomatiya [Karachay-Balkar folklore. Chrestomathy] 
comp. T. M. Hadjiev. Nalchik: El-Fa, 1996. 529 p. 

16. K"arachaj-malk"ar fol'klor: nart tauruhla, ajtyula, haparla, dzhomak"la [Karachay-
Balkar folklore: Nart tales, legends, stories] / comp., introduction, comment. R.A. Ortabaeva. 
Cherkessk: Karachay- Circassian.department of Stavropol. Book publishing house, 1987. 344 p. 

17. K"arachaj-malk"ar fol'klornu svodu. 3-chyu tom. K"arachaj-malk"ar zhomak" [Collection 
of Karach-Balkar folklore] / resp. editorship by H. H. Malconduev. Nalchik: Editorial-publishing 
department of IHR KBSC of RAS, 2017. 990 p. URL: http/ / www. kbigi. ru/fmedia/3-Svod-
karach-balk-folk. pdf (accessed: 18.06.2019). 

18. K"arachaj-malk"ar halk" zhomak"la. Eki kitap toblamasy. [Karachay-Balkar fairy tales. 2-
volume edition]. Volume 2 / comp. S. A. Musukaev. Nalchik: Elbrus, 2012. 584 p. 

19. Malkonduev H.H. Karachaevo-balkarskaya narodnaya skazka [Karachay-Balkar folk 
tale]. Nalchik: IHR KBSC of RAS, 2017. 184 p. 

20. Malkonduev H.H. Fol'klor i fol'kloristika [Folklore and folklore studies]. In Essays on the 
history of Balkar literature. Nalchik: State establishment of KBR "Republican Polygraph Plant 
named after the revolution of 1905", 2010. Pp. 8-35. 

21. Malk"ar zhomak"la, nart syozle, elberle [Balkar tales, proverbs, riddles]  comp. A.H. 
Sottaev. Nalchik: Kabardin- Balkar books publishing house, 1959. 268 p. 

22. Malk"ar halk" zhomak"la [Karachay-Balkar fairy tales] Comp. Z.M. Ulakov. Nalchik: 
Elbrus, 1989. 112 p. 

23. Malk"ar halk" zhomak"la [Karachay-Balkar fairy tales] comp. S.A. Otarov. Vol. II. 
Nalchik: : Kabardin- Balkar books publishing house, 1963. 324 p. 

24. Ortabaeva R.A.-K. Karachaevo-balkarskaya skazochnaya tradiciya [Karachay-Balkar 
fairy tale tradition].  In  Tradition  and  modernity.  Method  and  genre.  Cherkessk:  KNIIFE, 
1986. P. 117-132. 

25. Propp V. Ya. Russkaya skazka [Russian fairy tale]. Russian fairy tale / Leningr. State 
University named after A.A. Zhdanov; Ed. by K. V. Chistov, V.I. Eremina. L.: LSU Publishing 
House, 1984. 335 p.  

26. Propp V.Ya. Principy klassifikacii fol'klornyh zhanrov [Principles of classification of 
folklore genres]. Soviet ethnography. 1964. No. 4. Pp. 147-154. 

27. Urusbieva F.A. Karachaevo-balkarskaya skazka [Karachay-Balkar fairy tale.] (Voprosy 
zhanrovoj tipologii/Problems of genre typology.). Vladikavkaz: IPO SOIGSI, 2010. 128 p. 

28. Holaev A.Z. Narodnoe ustno-poeticheskoe tvorchestvo [Folk oral-poetic works]. In 
Ocherki istorii balkarskoj literatury [Essays on the history of Balkar literature]. Nalchik: Elbrus, 
1981. Pp. 13-31. 

 
Information about the author: 
 

Gergokova Leyla Sozakbayovna, Candidate of Philological Sciences, Senior researcher of the sector of 
Karachay-Balkar folklore of Institute for the Humanitarian Researches – branch of the Federal State Budgetary 
Scientific Establishment “Federal Scientific Center “Kabardino-Balkarian Scientific Center of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences” (IHR KBSC RAS). 

360051, KBR, Nalchik, Pushkin street, 18. 

E-mail: leylagergokova79@mail.ru 

 


