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The article is devoted to the study of the lexical features and semantic meanings of the names of domestic 

animals kadir “mule” and eshek  “donkey”. Existing versions on the etymology of the studied terms are 
presented, and special words defining the sex and age of the animals in question are studied; phraseology 

and sustainable combinations associated with these terms are described. Examples are drawn from 

Karachay-Balkarian folklore and fiction. 
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